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For Friends’ Review. 


RECOGNITION OF A FEMALE MINISTER IN 
MEXICO, 


No event in connection with the recent history 
of Friends’ Mexican Mission can at all compare 
with the public recognition of Gertrudis Garcia 
Gonzalez de Ureste, as a minister of the Gospel, 
in its important bearing upon our work in this land. 
A favorable juncture made the time especially op- 
portune. Our friends, Mahalah Jay, Laura A. 
Winston and her daughter, and Jennie E. Purdie 
arrived on Christmas night, and our Christmas ex- 
ercises were delayed until the following night to 
allow the use of the presents from Friends of In- 
diana Yearly Meeting, which came in their baggage, 
and also to allow of their being present. 

Gertrudis and her husband had already been in 
the [city over a week on important business, and 
our friend, Julio Gonzalez Geo, had arrived to parti- 
cipate in the exercises and in the series of meetings 
which were to follow. 

On First-day, the 27th ult., the Bible-school in 
the morning was addressed by Gertrudis, and also 
through an interpreter by Laura A. Winston. The 
afternoon meeting was an interesting one. The 
principal speaking rested on our friend, Julio 
Gonzalez Geo, who was followed by our friend, 
Mahalah Jay, who spoke through an interpreter. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS.......cccsccccccecccseceeeecessacscessesese 


On Seccnd-day afternoon, the officers of the 
Society gathered to prepare those matters which 
seemed to require the action of the Monthly Meet- 
ing to be held that night. The subject of the 
schools was taken up and satisfactorily arranged, 
and the course of study was announced. 

The subject of credentials was taken up and 
unitedly proposed to the Monthly Meeting ; and 
then the recognition of Gertrudis G. G. de Ureste 
was brought forward, and Luisa Flores took her 
to her parents’ home, so as to leave the meeting to 
a calm, unbiased canvass of the subject. By this 
time a large number of our sisters arrived, as they 
had been invited, and the Dorcas Society would be 
held immediately afterwards. After the men had 
given their unanimous opinion, the sisters were in- 
vited, but never having taken part they hesitated. 
After an animating address by Santiago Garcia 
Gonzalez they overcame their backwardness, and 
Paula R. de Mascorro (mother of Luciano Mas- 
corro) arose and expressed her hearty concurrence, 
and others followed in rapid succession. After all 
our members had given their opinion in favor of 
her recognition, it was thought best to ask the opin- 
ion of several members and officers of the Dorcas 
Society, not members of the Society of Friends. 
Librada M. de Moseno headed these, she being 
president of the Dorcas Society. (She is sister of 
Luciano Mascorro.) So soon as this was fully ad- 
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justed and all, both members and non-members, 
had expressed their approbation, the Dorcas Society 
took charge of the meeting, and Gertrudis returned 
and was acceptably engaged in both ministry and 
prayer. Mahalah Jay addressed them through an 
interpreter, and several others took an active part. 

About 7% Pp. Mm. Monthly Meeting gathered and 
the subject of schools was brought forward, and the 
meeting was informed that in Hussey Institute, 
Julia L. Ballinger was to be Preceptress and would 
as last year teach the first grade, being assisted in 
various branches by Jennie E. Purdie. Luisa 
Flores would continue in second grade, and Emelia 
F. de Ramirez in third grade. 

In the boys’ school it was announced that San- 
tiago G. Gonzalez would be Director, though W. A. 
Walls will continue to teach the same studies as last 
term, but so arranging his classes as to devote a 
part of his time to relieving me of my correspon- 
dence and other similar duties. The recognition of 
Gerturdis was then acted upon, and the approba- 
tion was the most unanimous action ever taken. A 
meeting for the public announcement of the recog- 
nition was appointed for the following night, Twelfth 
month, 29th. 

It must be borne in mind that other denomina- 
tions had continually cried down women’s preach- 
ing, had said that in the social status of Mexico 
Friends should not attempt it, and thus several of 
our own members had hesitated greatly in express- 
ing their approval, and a few months ago it would 
hardly have been possible to overcome their objec- 
tions. 

Our friends Mahalah Jay, Laura A. Winston and 
Jennie E. Purdie asked meto repeat in English any 
references to texts I might make on the occasion. 
The power of the Lord was wonderfully present, 
and one opposer confessed his convincement of his 
error and asked the forgiveness of the church. The 
grouping of texts seemed noteworthy to our friends, 
and as Jennie said on walking home with me: 
‘* How is this? You recognized a female minister, 
and quoted all the texts which seem to prove the 
contrary.”’ The strict attention of the large au- 
dience during the hour and a half of the discourse 
induced our Friends to request me to summarize 
what I had said, so they could enter more fully 
into the state of the meeting, and I accordingly 
sketched down the following 


BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF THE SERMON, 


I read First Cor. 2d chapter in full, and then 
briefly expressed what rested on my mind. 

Paul relied not on studied art, but on the power 
of the Anointing Spirit. Paul spake with much 
trembling. He was not ashamed to be called a 
Quaker. Quoted Luke iv. 18. 

As Christ was anointed bythe Spirit to preach 
the glad tidings of salvation, so are His ministers 
anointed to-day. Preachers are successors of the 
prophets and not of the priesthood—for that is 
done away with in Christ, who fulfilled the cere- 
monial law, nailing it to Hiscross, There is now 
no order of priesthood in the Church of Christ. 


THE FRIENDS’ 


REVIEW. 


Shadows are done away in Christ the living sub- 
stance. There were no priestesses under the Mosaic 
dispensation, but there were prophetesses from the 
time of Moses to Christ. From Miriam, sister of 
Aaron, who stood by her two brothers in their 
trials, down to the time when Christ was brought 
into the temple, and beside Simeon stood Anna 
the prophetess, and spoke boldly in the presence of 
all, in that temple glorious in its beauty, beside 
which St. Peter’s at Rome was common-place. 

No one forbade her. The priests were there, and 
perhaps even the High Priest, but even he did not 
forbid her. Why did he notdo so? Because he 
and they all had been accustomed to it, for women 
had exercised this gift in the tabernacle and temple 
ever since Miriam, sister of the first High Priest, 
headed the list of female prophets. Anna was 
the last one who prophesied in the temple, and 
they did not tell her she must be silent, nor that 
she was out of her place. She had done so before 
in that very place for nearly or quite half a century. 

Did Christ then come to close that open door for 
woman’s service which had been open for 4000 
years, and throw women farther back in the social 
scale and in church service than in the days of 
Adam? We may thank God that it is far otherwise, 

There were female prophets and female evange- 
lists in the early Christian church. They also had 
deaconesses and female elders. We are told how 
these must behave in order to honor the cause in 
Titus ii. 3—5, and the deportment of these as well 
as all true Christian womer. is clearly showed us in 
I Tim. ii. 9. : 

We are also told how these are to dress when 
they preach or prophesy. Then this service had 
evidently been permitted. Let us see I Cor. xi. 

—16. 

. But some dear brethren will say that this is 
countermanded in the 14th chapter of the same 
Epistle. If we see a law which has been recently 
passed, and which in one article ratifies an ex- 
isting practice, and in a subsequent article of the 
same law countermands this, what would we say? 
We would say that this affirmation and negation 
destroyed each other, and that things stood just as 
they were before. This is the most that we could 
make of sucha gross inconsistency. Let us see 
whether we are obliged even to go thus far. Let 
us examine I Cor. xiv. 34, 35. ‘* Let your women 
keep silence in the church.’”” Our women have 
kept silence here to-night. I wish our men had 
set as good an example in this respect. [This re- 
ferred to men conversing in the entry way, and who 
afterwards were more quiet. | 

They are commanded to be in obedience, as 
also saith the Law. What Law? That same Law 
of Moses under which Miriam and Deborah, Hul- 
dah and Anna prophesied. Our opponents of 
other churches tell us that this text forbids woman 
to preach or prophesy, gifts she had always exer- 
cised under that very Law to which Paul refers in 
this verse. 

My Bible has Aadvar (to speak) which our op- 
posers tell us is pronounced fredicar (to preach). 
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THE FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


That is not the way it is pronounced in my series 
of Reading Books. My dear teachers, is that the 
way you teach your pupils to pronounce it? Dear 
children, is that the way you pronounce it? I 
shall have to revise my books and your teachers 
their orthography ere we pronounce it that way. 
They were accustomed in the Early Church to in- 
terrupt the speaker and ask for explanations; it 
was not deemed best for women to do so, and this 
seems to be the extent of the prohibition. 

Let us look at the other text, for our opponents 
only claim two texts in opposition to 4000 years 
of practice and a vast number of clear declarations 
in all parts of the sacred volume. It is I Timothy 
li. 12. ‘*I suffer nota woman to ¢each or to usurp 
authority over the man.’’ The man is the head of 
the family, he must command and she must obey. 
I have seen wives in other churches who com- 
manded their husbands and were ‘‘boss’’ of the 
household, and they were never excluded from 
membership as heretics. I doubt whether any 
church can boast so large a proportion of obedient 
wives as the Society of Friends, and most assuredly 
its female ministers are patterns in this respect. 
Our dear sister who is here on a visit felt called to 
come to us in Gospel love. Did she come away 
without asking her husband? Did she say J wil/ 
go? No, while she was yet doubting, for the 
sacrifice both of time and money was great, she 
laid the subject lovingly before him. He told her 
to come, and she obeyed him. Was there any 
breach of Gospel order in this procedure ? 


Our brethren of other churches tell us that this 
text says that woman must not preach or prophesy 
in the church. How do they spell preach and 
prophesy? My Bible has emsenar (to teach). 
They say this is pronounced fredicar, and just 
now they pronounced Aad/ar the same way. When 
1 read my Bible carefully I become convinced that 
their teaching is as erroneous as their pronunciation 
on this head. 

The church cannot confer a gift, it merely recog- 
nizes a gift which God has conferred. We have 
seen the labors of our sister Gertrudis G. G. de 
Ureste, and we have fe/ that God has anointed her 
with His Spirit to preach the Gospel of salvation. 
Shall we refuse to recognize the messenger God 
has sent among us, for fear of what the world will 
say about us, or our dear brethren of other churches 
will say about us? No. We will be valiant for 
the Truth as God may help us. 

I love my dear brethren of other churches who 
think otherwise. They are not heretics. If they 
want a men’s church, let them have it. We will 
have a church of Christian men and women work- 
ing unitedly under the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
for the glory of God and the salvation of sinners. 

If they do not want the sisters whom God calls 
to preach and prophesy to exercise these gifts in 
their church, there is room for them in our church, 
Many of them have come to us in other countries, 
and will continue to do so. 

I must be charitable to our sister churches. 
They do allow their women to work for Christ. I 
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have been in adult Sabbath-schools among Presby- 
terians and Methodists, Congregationalists and 
Baptists, and have in Bible classes seen venerable 
men with gray locks and spectacles, and some dear 
sister /eaching them. Now it would be ten times 
as easy to prove that Paul forbade them to éach, 
as it would be that he forbade them to preach. 

Other churches are now beginning to see that 
they have erred, and now recognize female evan- 
gelists, but Friends have done so from their rise— 
over 200 years ago. 

George Fox read his Bible whilst guarding his 
folds, and found that all the churches in his day 
erred upon this point, as well as many others. The 
practice and precepts of the Early Christian Church 
were buried under such a mass of Romish errors 
and of traditions of men taught as doctrines of 
God, that it was not until this period of the 
Reformation that the rubbish was sufficiently cleared 
away for men to see the truth clearly. 

The Society of Friends has taught and practiced 
this from its: rise to the prasent time. We teach 
and practice it to-night. Whilst we see no clashing 
on this point between ‘‘ Thus saith the Law,” and 
‘Thus saith the Lord,” we see no Gospel au- 
thority to prohibit our sisters from doing as did 
Miriam and Deborah, Huldah and Anna, the four 
daughters of Philip -the evangelist, Phebe and 
Persis, Priscilla and many others mentioned and 
approved by this same Paul, and we recognize the 
gift in our dear sister to night, and unitedly thank 
God for His gift, and encourage her to exercise the 
same. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS. 


During most of the time I was speaking, pieces 
of brick were frequently heard striking the wire 
gratings of our windows and bounding back, and 
the crowd near the doorway was evidently not in 
sympathy with our action. As I was accustomed 
to these things in former times I felt encouraged, 
and after all our members had given our friend 
Gertrudis cordial words of encouragement, I re- 
marked: ‘** We have all been awakened from that 
lethargy which some way had overcome us and 
eclipsed our light as a church. The music from 
our window gratings tells us that the adversary has 
been awakened also ; we must beware of his wiles, 
and yet meet him boldly, not relying on our own 
strength or wisdom, but on the arm of Christ and 
the wisdom from above. Like Paul, of ourselves 
we can do nothing, and yet we can do a// things 
through Christ aiding us.” 

On First-day morning following, the meeting 
was addressed by Gertrudis in a sermon of such 
melting power that our Friends from the United 
States again asked me to sketch down an abstract 
thereof. She spoke about an hour with a spunta- 
neous earnestness and beauty of expression, and 
evident unction from above. 

SAMUEL A. PURDIE. 


Ir is the best and safest rule to walk by, to be 
severe and rigid in judging ourselves, and to be 
very meek and charitable to our brother. 





THE FRIENDS' 


HID WITH CHRIST IN GOD, 


Just in proportion as we merge our own indi- 
viduality in the glory of the great God above, who 
has sent forth His Son to be the Second Man, the 
Lord from heaven, we shall ourselves secure best 
that very end—for which we are in a certain sense 
too eager, I believe—our own personal advance- 
ment in spiritual life. I pray that all of us may be 
enabled to forget even the thought of our own sal- 
vation for a while, even the thought of our ad- 
vancement ; yea! even for a short while forget that 
we have a personality, except as far as we realize 
the truth that we are united to the Man Christ Jesus, 
and one with Him; then shall we be better pre- 
pared to receive what God Himself in His mercy 
would reveal to us, and be far more certain in the 
days to come to bring glory to God in our own 
personal sphere of action. Alas, we have far too 
long as Christians been devoted to the unit prin- 
ciple, and the unit habit of life, instead of realizing 
the Divine idea of unity ; we have lost sight of what 
Paul speaks of (I Cor. xii.) as the magnificence of 
the body of Christ, the fact that we are one body, 
and that Christ and the Church are one Christ, and 
that all men united to Him make but the one Man, 
for that in God’s sight there never has been but 
one Man. Just as God created the first man a male 
and female to make up the one man, so, with re- 
gard to the Second Man, the Lord God Almighty 
has decreed that there shall be one Man, and that 
the male and female in Christ Jesus are only to be 
one; that He being the bridegroom and we His 
bride, His Church, taken forth from His side, even 
as Eve was taken from Adam’s side, the two in one 
constitute that perfect manhood that God desires to 
see completed. As members of the Church, if we 
have any rightful ambition for ourselves, it should 
be only that the glory of God may be seen in the 
completeness of the Church as a whole; so that the 
Lord Jesus may speedily have His bride and delight 
Himself therein, as one that He can present unto 
Himself without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing. 
Let us forget our own personality, our own indi- 
vidual interest in the salvation of Christ Jesus, ex- 
cept to remember that we are members of the body. 

—Selected. H. W. WEss-PEPLOE. 

Prince Albert had wealth, fame, rank, and do- 
mestic happiness. His wife was Queen of England 
and Empress of India. His first-born son was the 
Prince of Wales, and heir apparent to the grandest 
throne on earth. His oldest daughter was the 
royal consort of the Crown Prince of Prussia, des- 
tined at the death of King William to be the Em- 
peror of Germany. Yet when he Jay upon his 
Geathbed in Windsor Castle, in a moment of relief 
from pain which comes aliké to the monarch and 
the slave, he looked upon the weeping group around 
him and said: ‘‘I have had wealth, rank, and 
power, but if these were allI had, how wretched 
should I now be!’’ Then, knowing what he 
meant, he reverently added : 

“Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee,” 


REVIEW. 


For Friends’ Review. 
THOUGHTS FOR THE HOUR. 


NO. VI. 


THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS A MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


From the year 1661, when, according to George 
Fox, ‘‘several Friends were moved to go beyond 
the seas to publish truth in foreign countries,” 
until the present time, there has been an unbroken 
succession of Friend missionaries, who, under the 
call and leading of their Divine Master, and with 
the sanction and encouragement of the church, have 
borne the glad tidings of the Gospel to near and 
distant lands. 

From 1669 to 1673 we find George Fox engaged 
in religious service in Ireland, Barbadoes, Jamaica, 
and the Colonies of North America ; and about the 
same time others traveled as far east as Alexandria, 
Constantinople, Jerusalem, and adjoining coun- 
tries, bearing their Christian message. Women, 
as well as men, in the love of Christ, were ready at 
any sacrifice to go out as laborers into the whiten- 
ing fields. Frail women, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
were among the first to land upon those western 
shores, as ambassadors for their Lord, and we find 
Mary Fisher pressing her way through every ob- 
stacle and discouragement to the camp of Sultan 
Mohammed IV, at Adrianople, to plead with him 
on behalf of suffering armies, and predicting the 
disasters which would follow his persisting in the 
campaign upon which he had entered——a message 
of peace, which though disregarded, was believed 
to have deeply impressed his mind. 


““ Who seek to know, the record tells 
That Quaker, traveling far, 

Went peaceful to her English home ; 
The Sultan went to war, 

By Adrianople’s mosques resigned 
His sceptre and his sword, 

And dying, pondered in his mind 
That Message from the Lord.” 


In 1660, while Mary Dyer, that gifted and valiant 
servant of Christ, was sealing her testimony with 
her life upon Boston Common, Catharine Evans 
and Sarah Cheevers were enduring, year after year, 
the pains of the Inquisition, upon the Island of 
Malta, for their faithtul ministries. These, and a 
host of other®no less devoted ones, mark the first 
half-century of our Society’s history; and the sec- 
ond half-century could rejoice in the labors of 
William Penn, Isaac Penington, Thomas Story, 
George Whitehead, and numberless others, all dili- 
gent in their respective spheres of Home and For- 
eign Mission Work. 

I'he third half-century bears witness to the faith- 
fulness ot the Fothergills and their co-workers in 
England, and in our own land the names of Wool- 
man, Emlen, Scattergood, Churchman and Chalk- 
ley are among those who were true to their Master's 
bidding. And surely the first fifty years of the 
present century were not behind the preceding 
periods in earnest Christian endeavor; with 4 
Savory, Dillwyn, Shillitoe, Grellet, Fry, Wheeler, 
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THE FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


Allen, Forster and others, exploring prisons, plead- 
ing for the oppressed, preaching the simple gospel, 
‘the unsearchable riches of Christ,” and bearing 
the glad tidings to the remote islands of the sea. 

It is in no spirit of boasting that we love to re- 
vive the noble record of our pious predecessors, 
whose memory we delight to honor for their work’s 
sake—but rather with thankfulness to Him, through 
whose abounding grace they were prepared to 
scatter the good seed of the kingdom, and to be- 
come as shining lights in the world. 

Doubtless there have been intervals all through 
the two hundred years of our existence, when luke- 
warmness, as in the earlier days of the church, has 
been too prevalent when the love of some has 
waxed cold, and shutting themselves up in their 
ceiled houses, they have, in a measure, lost sight of 
the needy ones reaching forth their hands for help. 
But atter a careful survey of our history, are we 
able to fix upon any one period in the past, to 
which, more than another, the disparaging epithets 
we frequently hear, will apply? There seems to 
have been no jperiod when there was not a large 
share of spiritual life, and when a call to religious 
service, at home or abroad, if laid before the 
church, and believed to be under right authority, 
did not receive a cordial and sympathetic response 
—no period when those who loved the Christian 
principles of the Society, and believed in its 
methods, were not in favor of missionary labor, 
prompted and carried on in accordance with its 
principles. 

The prayer which our blessed Saviour enjoined 
upon His disciples, ‘‘ Pray ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest that he will send forth laborers into his 
harvest,’ has sounded again and again from 
anointed lips in days gone by, and it remains to 
be true, that only as our prayers ascend to the 
Lord of the harvest, and we depend upon Him to 
appoint the laborers, will the work be blessed to the 
gathering of souls into His kingdom. 

The work of evangelizing the world may seem to 
some of our impatient spirits a slow work—the day 
may still seem far off when ‘‘the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover 
the sea,’’ but it is only for us, waiting upon our 
Lord, to learn from Him our part of the work, and 
to be faithful in its performance ; and thus, whether 
our mission may be restricted to our immediate 
families and neighborhoods, or whether we may be 
sent by our Master to heathen lands, alike in obe- 
dience, we shall hear alike the answer of ‘‘ Well 
done.” 

The experience of Saul and Jonah is left upon 
the sacred page for our learning—may we heed 
the solemn lessons thus given, and be preserved on 
the one hand from bringing untimely offerings, and 
thus incurring the rebuke, ‘‘ Thou hast done fool- 
ishly, thou hast not kept the commandment of the 
Lord thy God,” and on the other hand, from en- 


, deavoring, in our own wills, to escape the Nineveh 


journeys which our Lord may be pleased to open 
before us. 


Friends have never been able, with their views 
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of ministerial service, to act in full harmony with 
the missionary work of other denominations, and 
so much of the late missionary activity developed 
within our borders has been on the line of other 
denominations, with many of its prominent sup- 
porters manifesting little or no faith in our own 
principles and methods, and in some cases strenu- 
ously advocating a departure from them, that it 
it need not surprise us if earnest Friends, convinced 
of the continued adaptation of our Christian system 
to every kind of service to which our Lord calleth 
His children, should regard with distrust some of 
the recent movements. Neither is it strange, from 
the aspect which in some localities the Society now 
presents, that a modern English writer should 
make the statement, ‘‘As a religious body the 
Friends may be regarded as extinct.’’ While not, 
by any means, admitting the truth of this state- 
ment, but believing that the heart of the Society 
still beats, true to its original principles, and that 
its protest against Ritualism and Agnosticism was 
never more needed than in this age, let us pray for 
‘*such a revival in our midst as shall come,” to 
quote from a critical observer of another com- 
munion, ‘‘ not from imitating this or that sect, but 
from a return to first principles, such as Fox’s, and 
Grellet’s, and Allen’s.” 

Herein we shall find the solution of many a 
problem that is disturbing and scattering our ranks, 
and thus ‘‘ established, strengthened and settled,” 
receiving upon our willing shoulders the mantles of 
the worthy band who have gone before us, may we, 
loyal to our Christian principles, and in a truly 
catholic’spirit, be alive to all the claims of philan- 
thropy, and ready to engage in any service for the 
spread of the gospel to which we may be called by 
the Head of the Church. G. W. C. 


For Friends’ Review. 


WOMEN KEEPING SILENCE. 


—— 


A gentleman widely known for his familiar ac- 
quaintance with several languages, and who is 
eminently versed in history (not a member of the 
Society of Friends), informs me that the ancient 
Corinthian women wer: greatly inferior to the 
Roman women in character and intelligence; and 
in public meetings instead of listening to the 
speaker, often indulged in talking between them- 
selves, to the annoyance of others; and that the 
Apostle Paul evidently alludes to this practice in 
his First Epistle to the Corinthians, and the word - 
which in both versions is translated ‘* speak,’’ would 
be more correctly rendered ‘‘ dadd/e,’’ being the 
same word used in other Greek works to describe 
the chattering of monkeys. It had evidently no 
allusion to more solemn public utterances. But the 
majority of the translators, being unwilling to give 
up the opinion in which they had been educated, 
retained the word so often used and quoted, so as 
to entitle them to ‘‘ usurp authority over’? women. 
Liddell & Scott, in their excellent lexicon, which 
stands high as authority, give the same view as the 
gentleman above quoted. 5.3, 3 
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For Friends’ Review. 


IS THE LAW OF GOD STILL BINDING? 


After the binding obligations of God’s law have 
been set forth, and the sinner convinced that, if it 
is still in force, he is guilty before his Maker, he 
will often try to assure himself that it has been 
abolished. Not unfrequently is the question asked : 
Why preach so much about the law? We ask, why 
preach at all? Let Paul answer this question: 
‘« For after that in the wisdom of God the world 
by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” 
I Cor. i. 21. Then men believe and are saved 
through the preaching of the word. Saved trom 
what? Fromsin. What is sin? This question ss. 
not so easily answered, for what one may demoni- 
nate sin, another may consider entirely harmless. 
We must have some explicit, Scriptural answer. 
We turn to I John iii. 4, and there read: ‘* Who- 
soever committeth sin transgresseth also the law, for 
sin is the transgression of the law.”’ Of what use 
is it to preach to sinners without proclaiming the 
instrument that points out their sin? How can you 
make a man believe he is a sinner, unless you can 
convince him that he is a transgressor of God’s 
law? which says, hou shalt and thou shalt not. 
Paul says, Sin is not imputed when there is no law. 
Rom. v. 13. When you convince a man that the 


law is not binding you virtually teach him that he 
is not a sinner, and consequently not responsible 
for anything he may do. 


All who teach the abro- 
gation of God’s law, ease the conscience of the 
rebellious and sinful, and thus open the flood-gates 
of iniquity upon the world. I take the law of God 
to be the epitome of all righteousness. Upon this 
law rests all moral government. Suppose that a 
man commits some crime. He is arraigned before 
the civil court and pleads guilty to the indictment. 
The judge is about to pronounce sentence, when it 
occurs to thim hat the law prohibiting the deed 
has been abolished. What is to be done? He has 
no right to inflict any penalty without some 
law by which to determine the enormity of the 
crime, and to limit the measure of the punish. 
ment. All can see the absurdity of the aboli- 
tion of civil law. It would not only render 
the judge powerless to pass sentence, but it 
would so open the door to crime that it would re- 
sult in the destruction of the government and all 
its subjects. Can we not see that to do away with 
God's holy law would be to encourage people in 
sin and thus terminate their existence in eternal 
destruction? Teach men that they are not amenable 
to these divine precepts, and could you make them 
feel that they need to repent toward the Author of 
their being? For where no law is, there is no 
transgression. Rom. iv. 15. The law of our land 
is the standard by which we detect crime and judge 
the criminal. So, also, the law of God is the stand- 
ard by which we have a knowledge of sin and by 
which we are to be judged. Jamesii.12. Paul 
says, ‘I had not known lust, except the law had 
said, Thou shalt not covet.’’ Rom. vii. 7. And, 
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| also, ‘‘ For by the law is the knowledge of sin.’? 
Rom. iii. 20. Why do we find so many pro- 
fessed Christians who seem to be anxious to do 
away with that portion of the Holy Scriptures 
which gives us such an accurate knowledge 
of our sins? Does it point out some distasteful 
duty? 

If that be the case, you may rest assured that 
there is something wrong in your theory. Sin is 
the transgression of the law, and it is our duty to 
turn away from sin.~ Solomon says that our whole 
duty in summed up in the law: ‘Let us hear the 
conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and 
keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty 
of man.” Eccl. xii. 13. But, says one, it is im- 
possible for me to keep those precepts. So it is 
in our own strength, but with the tried Apostle we 
exclaim, ‘‘I can do all things through Christ, 
which strengtheneth me.’’ Here is where the law 
and the gospel plan of pardon are inseparable. [ 
think that no one can be truly converted without 
first becoming convinced that he isasinner. The 
defects of his character are made known to him by 
the law. Unless he could be made to realize his 
imperfect, sinful condition, he would feel no need 
of any gospel. The Psalmist says, ‘‘ The law of 
the Lord is perfect, converting the soul.’’ Ps. xix. 
7. After the law has pointed out to him his sin, 
and by repentance toward God he has received 
pardon through Christ, he is no longer under the 
law, or under the condemnation of the law, unless 
he again transgresses its precepts. We very well 
know that a popular teaching of the day is, that we 
should love God, while it is utterly regardless of 
the claims of His divine law. A man who says 
that he loves God, and at the same time says that 
he is under no obligation to keep His command. 
ments, is not a truthful man. ‘* He that saith I 
know him and keepeth not his commandments is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him.’’ I John ii. 4. 
Through one of His servants the Author of the law 
here speaks in an empnatic manner, and whoever 
takes a negative position must end the controversy 
with God. Do we wonder, then, at the words of 
Solomon: ‘* He that turneth away his ear from 
hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomi- 
nation.”” Prov. xxviii. 9. 

The law is the summary of all righteous prin- 
ciples. It is perfect, converting the soul. Ps. 
xix. 7. It points out our whole duty. Eccl. xii. 
13. By it we have a knowledge of our sins. We 
should wish to know them, and have them par- 
doned through the blood of Christ. Moreover, 
‘¢ The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the 
heart ; the commandment of the Lord is pure, en- 
lightening the eyes.” ‘‘ The judgments of the Lord 
are true and righteous altogether ; and in keeping 
of them there is great reward.’”’ Ps. xix. 8, 9, 11. 
For we know that all judgment is based upon some 
law ; so God’s eternal judgment is based upon His 
immutable law, of which our Saviour said, ‘‘ Not 
one jot or tittle should pass, till all be fulfilled.” 


RANDALL STEWARD, 
Battle Creek, Michigan. 














BOOK NOTICE. 


MaDAGASCAR AND FRaNcE: With some account of 
the Island, its People, its Resources and De- 

velopment. By Gerorce A. Suaw, F. Z. S. 
f American Tract Society. 150 Nassau st., N. Y. 


Readers who have been noting the varying phases 
of the recent contest between France and Mada- 
gascar may find in this book a concise statement of 
the position of each nationality toward the other; 
and the account is given with apparent fairness, 
although from the standpoint of English interest 
and of avowed sympathy with the island govern- 
ment. Nor is the information which may be found 
less useful now that the dispute is for the present 
ended; rather should we be the more desirous to 
learn what we may of this isolated people, that we 
may understand the probable outcome of the recent 
treaty, and so be the better able to estimate the 
gain or loss to them and to humanity. 

The writer, a minister, and for fourteen years a 
representative of the London Missionary Society 
in Madagascar, has given us a careful description 
of the island, as to its contour, extent, and pro- 
ductive capabilities ; and as to its inhabitants, their 
conditions of civilization, the relation of different 
tribes to each other, and their disposition toward 
other nations. The different tribes of the island 
are now united under the supremacy of one, the 
Hovas, who occupy the central portion of the 
island, having their capital at Antananarivo. The 
Hovas are distinguished from the other tribes by a 
lighter complexion and by a higher intellectual 
status, being far in advance in learning, in the 
adoption of the useful arts and usages of civiliza- 
tion, and in their ideas of moral obligation and of 
civil government. The queen of Madagascar, Rana- 
vanola III. is spoken of as ‘‘a thoroughly good and 
earnest Christian,”” enjoying the entire confidence 
of her people, whose welfare she ardently desires 
to promote. 

The author also traces with much pains the early 
history of the Malagasy, dwelling particularly on 
their connection with France, which began in the 
year 1643, when a little colony was planted at 
Fort Dauphin, on the extreme southeast coast. It 
did not, however, prove either prosperous or per- 
manent. Harshness and duplicity characterized 
the bearing of the colonists, and after long en- 
durance the natives at length—1672—drove the 
intruders from their shores. And yet in virtue of 
this brief and altogether unprofitable occupation, 

‘the island was declared to be a possession of the 
crown of France,’’ and in support of its empty 
claim the French government has from time to 
time, but more persistently within the past three 
years, been assailing the peace-loving people, and 
seeking to gain entrance and possession in the island. 

The situation is very tersely stated in a message 
of the queen to her subjects. She said (June 7, 
7, 1883): ‘* All countries have been divided out 
by God, that each nation may possess its own ; and 
God gave this land to my ancestors, and has now 
entrusted it to me. All foreigners who have 
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made treaties with us have acknowledged that Mad- 
agascar belongs to me; and even the French ac- 
knowledged this in the treaty they made with me 
in 1868. Yet now the French say, ‘A third of 
Madagascar belongs to us.’” Altogether, our 
author devotes nearly one half of his 438 pages to 
the consideration of the various claims and demands 
of the French, in which it is shown that the Mala- 
gasy government ‘made every possible effort to 
maintain friendly relations,” desiring to avoid war, 
and that the energies of the people might rather be 
spent in the development of the natural resources 
of the country. The account of these negotiations, 
dictation and aggression on the part of the French ; 
remonstrance and sometimes concession on that 
of the weaker nation, is brought down to the bom- 
bardment of Tamatave (the most important seaport 
town on the island) in the summer of 1883, soon 
after which George A. Shaw was himself arrested 
and held, without any definite accusation having 
been brought against him, for eight weeks ‘‘in 
durance vile” on board a French man-of-war. 
This, however, was by the ill advised action of the 
Admiral in command, and not in any wise sanc- 
tioned by the government at home. 

Since the accession of the good Queen Ranava- 
nola II. and her open profession of Christian faith 
in 1868, civilization has made rapid strides in 
Madagascar, and it will be cause for deep regret if 
any influence should now retard the growth of 
Protestant Christianity there. 

As to the present condition of the people our 
author says, ‘‘ They are well housed, well clothed, 
well fed. Their houses are furnished with well- 
made native furniture. Carpenters, stone-masons, 
blacksmiths, boot-makers, and tailors have also 
learned to turn out articles which would be no dis- 
credit to workmen in this country.’’ Attendance 
at school is required by law—‘‘ because the queen 
did not wish to have fools, but wise men for her 
subjects ”—and in the interior of the country the 
manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors have 
been prohibited. The sovereign, forbidding the use 
of these said, ‘‘I cannot take a revenue from any- 
thing that will debase and degrade my people.’’ Is 
**the Queen of the South” to rise up in judgment 
against ¢Azs generation also? And against our own 
enlightened, Christian nation ! 

Excellent mission work has been done in the 
island; the London Missionary Society and the 
Friends’ Foreign Missionary Association together 
having under their care eight hundred and eighteen 
schools, from which native teachers and preachers 
are going out with good tidings into all parts of 
the kingdom. Concerning Friends we read: 
‘*Working in thorough and hearty co-operation 
with the London Missionary Society is the Friends’ 
Foreign Missionary Association, the first of whose 
missionaries arrived in Antananarivo in 1867, and 
so close has been the union between the two So- 
cieties, that in the eyes of the natives both are ‘as 
brethren joined together in one common work,’ 

. and the work has been done the better for 
the united sympathy and action.”’ 
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Five printing presses can hardly meet the demand 
for books and papers, which are bought eagerly by 
the young men of the colleges; and in the dis- 
semination of Bibles and other religious literature 
valuable aid has been received from the Religious 
Tract Society and the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. 

Possibly the student of science may find the last 
three chapters the most attractive in the book, as 
they treat of the fauna, flora, and meteorology pe- 
culiar to Madagascar, but the limits of this paper 
forbid an exrended notice of these. ‘‘ No part of 
the world,”’ says the narrator, ‘‘ has proved so in- 
teresting to the zoologist, or such a paradise to the 
botanist.” 

The island is said to present a great variety of 
scenery: mountains, cascades, giant trees, and wild 
flowers of every hue. 

Of birds, many of the species are found only in 
Madagascar, and ‘‘the insect life of the island is 
prolific and often very beautiful.’’ 

As to climate ; the year is divided into wet and 
dry seasons. In many parts of the country whirl- 
winds and waterspouts are not uncommon pheno- 
mena, and violent hail and thunder-storms are of 
frequent occurrence. H. Lavinia Balzy. 
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PHILADELPHIA, FIRST MO. 30, 1886. 


WE HAVE BEEN ADVISED, by a Friend whose con- 
victions in regard to ordinances are in harmony 
with those expressed on these pages, to leave the 
further discussion of that subject for the present. 
Our preference is decidedly to do so, as soon as it 


is practicable and safe. It has seemed important, 
however, under existing circumstances, for a full 
representation of the facts, and also of the judg- 
ments of members of our body in different locali- 
ties, to be brought forward. This has now been 
done; first, by our several Yearly Meetings, in 
their official declarations. Also we have had, on 
the pages of this journal, testimonies from Thomas 
Clark, of Canada, David Hunt, of Iowa, Timothy 
Nicholson, of Indiana, Thomas Kimber, of New 
York, and others; showing what the belief and 
practice of the Society of Friends has been from 
the beginning, and what it is now, in this country 
as well as in Great Britain and Ireland. It would 
seem to be time now not to prolong discussion, but 
for those Meetings to act, before which a responsi- 
bility may be brought, under which they will have 
the sympathy and united co-operation of their 
brethren throughout the Society. May this be 
done, in the sprit of ‘‘love, of power, and of a 
sound mind.”’ 


THE FRIENDS’ 
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A CORRESPONDENT in a distant State informs us 
that, in his vicinity, ‘‘ some earnest Friends appear 
to be unable to see why a// kinds of gambling, lot- 
teries, &c., are wrong.” 

We can only conceive of a doubt here as to the 
right or wrong of acting upon the principle of chance, 
abstractly considered. It is not possible to say that 
it is always immoral to resort to the ‘‘ lot’’ for de- 
cision in cases where other modes of settlement of 
particular questions are apparently not available, 
This was often done in instances recorded in the 
Scriptures ; as, for example, by the eleven apostles 
after the treachery and death of Judas Iscariot. 

But this is not the question really in view, in 
anything to which the terms ‘‘ gambling or lot 
teries ’’ can be thought of as applying. 

The essence of the evil of gambling exists in two 
things. One of these is, that when gain or loss is 
made, between two or more persons, to turn upon 
the dice, or betting, or the lottery wheel, or the 
uncertainties of future changes in stocks, &c.,— 
one must profit by the loss of another or others, 
without any reciprocal exchange. Herein such a 
transaction differs from legitimate business, in 
which a mutual exchange of advantages, satisfac- 
tory to both, should result. 

The other, more conspicuous evil of gambling is, 
the morbid excitement of mind which it produces, 
With the throw of the dice, a fortune may be made, 
or lost. By winning a prize in a lottery, poverty 
may be, in an hour, exchanged for wealth. What 
hopes and fears, what a conflict between extremes 
of feeling, are thus brought on! It is no wonder 
that Monaco, the famous gambling resort, has had 
more suicides in a year than any other place in the 
world. 

it is not necessary here to dwell on the inex- 
pediency, the folly, of risking money, time, thought 
and feeling, on the possibilities of the faro-table, 
the lottery-policy, or the betting-pool. Enough, at 
present, to emphasize the fact that, by reason of 
the above evils, inseparable from it, all gambling, 
all resort to chance, as such, for gain, small or 
great, is immoral, Let all Friends avoid it, in all 
its forms. 


History OF FRIENDS IN NorTH CAROLINA.=< 
William A. Blair, of High Point, N. C., now 
studying at Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, 
has been for some time collecting materials for a 
publication on the above topic. He earnestly re- 
quests all Friends everywhere to send him any 
items of interest relative to the subject which may 















be in their possession. Among other things, he 
has many particulars preserved by his great.grand- 
father, Nathan Hunt. Many Friends have gone 
from North Carolina to the Western States, and in 
many families historical facts and traditions exist, 
which will, if collected and judiciously arranged, 
be of great interest. Address on the subject, Wil- 
liam A. Blair, Johns Hopkins University, Balti- 
more, Md. 





MARRIED. 


COOPER—WILLS.—First month 6th, 1886, at 
Friends’ Meeting-House, on Twelfth street, Philadel- 
phia, Edwin K. Cooper and Ella S. Wills, both of this 
city. 

JOHNSON—FRAME.—William M. Johnson and 
H, Corrina Frame, youngest daughter of Nathan T, 
and Esther G. Frame, Twelfth month 2gth, 1885, in 
Friends’ Meeting-House, by Friends’ ceremony, at 
Jamestown, Ohio, 





DIED. 


PHARO.—On the 28th of Tenth month, at Tucker- 
ton, N. J., Louisa Willits Pharo, aged 68 years. ~ 

For many years Clerk of Little Egg Harbor Month- 
ly Meeting, this Friend was scrupulously exact in the 
discharge of the duties devolving upon her, and ever 
conscientious in upholding the testimony of Friends 
against conformity to the world, She exhibited many 
graces of ‘the Holy Spirit’s planting, and was ever 
tender and charitable in her judgment of others. 

During the latter years of her life, as an invalid, she 
set forth the doctrine of Christ her Saviour, by gentle 
and patient endurance of much suffering, and went 
hence with a full and comfortable sense of the love 
and mercy of her Father in heaven. 

MILES.—Mary, relict of Henry Miles, departed 
this life Twelfth ‘mo. 3d, 1885, in the 93d year of her 
ei a beloved member of Ferrisburg Monthly 

eeting, Vt. 

Having removed with her husband and a family of 

small children from England in 1832, they were sub- 
ject to many of the trials and hardships incident to 
life in a new country, augmented “by change from a 
mild climate, to the rigors of that in Canada. 
_ It is worthy of notice, that the Christian graces shone 
in every department of her long life, all of which mag- 
nified her Lord and caused His name to be exalted, 
claiming the respect and love of all who knew her. 

Many words fell from her lips expressive of confi- 
dence to the last. “I am passing down the valley, so 
gently, God is so merciful to me, I have no ‘pain nor 
any suffering.” ‘ When the Lord Jesus shall say, It is 
enough, I shall be glad ; then the y shall return to 
the dust, and the spirit be wafted away to the land of 
rest and peace.” And later, “Come Lord Jesus, come 
— and take me to Thyself, but not my will, but 

ine be done,” 

WILLIAMS,.—Twelfth mo, 1 5th, 1885, at her home 
near Vandalia, Cass county, Mich., Sarah Davenport 
Williams, 

She was born in Cartright county, N. C., in 1807. 
Moved to Wayne county, Ind., when seven years of 
age. Was married to Josiah Williams (now deceased) 
in 1825. Moved to Berrien county, Michigan, 1830. 
Joined the M, E, Church there. Moved to Cass county, 
Michigan, 1847. Joined the Friends’ Church at Birch 

Lake in 1850, and has been a consistent member ever 
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since, She left the consoling evidence that her closing 
moments were peaceful. 

SECOR.—Anna Secor; a member and Elder of 
Purchase Monthly Meeting, N. Y. Died Twelfth mo. 
23d, 1885, aged 96 years, This dear Friend was truly 
green in old age, firm in the faith, trusting in the aton- 
ing merits of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 








THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 


FIRST QUARTER. 
Lesson v1. Second month 7th, 1886, 
THE FIERY FURNACE, Dan. iii. 16—28, 


Go.pgn Text.—Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the burning fiery furnace.—Dan., iii. 17. 


The Septuagint places this event in the 18th 
year of Nebuchadnezzar, which would be near the 
time of the destruction of Jerusalem. (See Lesson 
Iv). During these years, Jeremiah at Jerusalem 
had seen the best and noblest carried away suc- 
cessively to Babylon, till it seemed to him that none 
but the bad were left. See Jer. xxiv. 2 and 8. 
Meanwhile the captives had heard with anxiety and 
grief the tidings from home, always more and more 
disastrous. ‘They must often have been tempted 
to think that God had utterly forsaken Judah. See 
Ezek. xxi. 7; xxiv. 26, 27; xxxiii. 21. Nebuchad- 
nezzar, now in the height of his power, formed a 
plan to strengthen and concentrate the widespread 
and disconnected provinces of his empire, and to 
make Babylon its religious, as it already was, its 
political centre. With this view he made a colossal 
image, probably representing the principal Chal- 
dean deity. Taking the cubit as 18 inches, it was 
go feet high and g feet broad. See Dan. iii. 1. 
This probably included the pedestal. This image 
he set up on the plain of Dura, an extremely level 
spot, five miles S. E. of Babylon. It would be 
plainly visible from the city walls. He ordered 
that all the government officials of the whole empire 
should attend the inauguration of this image and 
take part in the religious ceremonies to be there 
performed. Soon after the events recorded in the 
last lesson, Daniel had been made governor of the 
province of Babylon, and at his request his three 
friends had received official posts in the same 
province. See Dan. iii. 49. Hence their presence 
on this occasion was compulsory. ‘‘ Religion in 
antiquity was strictly a matter of state, disloyalty 
to the gods appointed for public worship being held 
covert disloyalty to the monarch who commanded 
homage to be paid them. Therefore it was pro- 
claimed that all should prostrate themselves when 
the outburst of triumphal music announced the 
proper moment; refusal to do so being threatened 
with the terrible punishment of being burnt to 
death in a fiery furnace.’’— Getkie. 

V. 16. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. As 
they had before joined with Daniel in refusing to 
defile themselves with the king’s meat, so now, 
when all the rest bowed betore the golden image, 
‘* these three men stood up, and were conspicuous 
all over the plain, like a city set upon a hill, by 
their unbowed forms and their splendid robes of 
Office.” Their action being instantly reported to 
the king, he sent for them, and with a forbearance 









\ 
410 THE FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 





not always exercised by Oriental despots, asked 
whether they had intentionally disobeyed his orders, 
and offered them another chance of proving their 
loyalty and piety. We are not careful to answer 
thee in this matter. No explanation would avail to 
change the king’s purpose; they themselves had 
made up their minds, and were prepared to meet 
the result. Their action had already answered 
him. Cf. Matt. x. 19. 

17. Jf it be so—i.e., ‘if it be best ’—our God 
whom we serve is able to deliver us. This is the 
first step in their faith ; a conviction that their God 
had a// power. So long as any doubt remains on 
this point our faith must of necessity be weak and 
vacillating. See Ps. xliv. 4; Ixvi. 7; Ixxiv. 12; 
Rom. iv. 2; Eph. iii. 20; Heb. xi. 19, &c., &c. 
And he will deliver us out of thine hand. The ‘if 
it be so’’ qualifies this expression too. A further 
step. They not only believed God to be omnipo- 
tent—they also believed Him to be interested in 
their fate as individuals. These are the two main 
points of faith. See Heb. xi. 6. 

18. Bulif nox. Here is the secret of faithful. 
ness. Faith is to trust God to deliver us; faithful- 
ness is to do right, whether He delivers us or not. 
This was Abraham’s obedience in offering up Isaac. 
This was Christ’s obedience in offering up Himself. 
All obedience that stops short of this will break 
down, sooner or later. We will not serve thy god. 
We admire the sublime courage of these men; 
should we not most admire the God whose good- 
ness to His servants had been such as to inspire it? 


19. Zhen was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury. 
(See v. 13). Probably this was the first time in his 
life that any one had so slighted his wishes. ‘‘ This 
resistance showed a willstronger than his own, a 
power of principle which he was unable to subdue. 
It was as treason against the government.” Zhe 
Sorm of his visage was changed against Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego. Cf. Gen. xxxi. 5; Nu. 
vi. 26; Ps. iv. 6; xi. 12. Commanded that they 
Should heat the furnace one seven times more. He 
was in too great a rage to reflect that by doing so 
he would shorten their sufferings. 

20. And cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 

It was probably a furnace constructed for the pur- 
pose of smelting ore ; possibly one that had been 
used in making the image. ‘‘ Remains of such 
furnaces built by the Romans have been discovered 
in several places. They resemble a lime-kiln, being 
banked around with earth, and having an opening 
at the top (verse 23) through which the material to 
be melted was introduced, and a door on one side, 
out of which the ashes and slag were raked.””— 
Todd ‘*The victims were cast into the furnace 
through the opening in the top, and were seen by 
the king through the door on the side, and through 
this also they came forth.”’ 

21. Their coats, their hosen and their hats. R. 
V. ‘* Their hosen, their tunics and their mantles.” 
‘«In the time of Herodotus, the well-to-do inhabi- 
tants of the capital wore a long linen gown reach- 
ing down to the feet, a woolen gown or tunic over 
this, a short cloak or cape of a white color, and 


shoes like those of the Boeotians.’’—Pe/oudet. ** It 
was in some such dress as this—the long robe (A. 
V. ‘coat’) the inner tunic (A. V. ‘hosen’ the 
cloak or outer clothing (A. V. ‘hats’)—that the 
victims of Nebuchadnezzar’s ‘ fury’ went to their 
death.” —Cook. 

22. Because the king’s commandment was urgent, 
There was no time to take any precautions for 
making the approach to the furnace safe. When 
the top was uncovered the flames rushed out with 
such violence as to slay the ‘‘strong men” who 
were employed as executioners. 

23. Fell down bound—through this opening, 
They were in all probability bound with chains. 

25. Lo I see four-men loose. The chains were 
burned off, yet the men were unhurt and—greatest 
wonder of all—a fourth was with them. Cf. Is, 
xlii. 2. Zhe form of the fourth ts like the Son of 
God. R. V. ‘* The aspect of the fourth is like a 
son of the gods.’? Nebuchadnezzar knew nothing 
of the true Son of God, but he recognized that this 
was a divine personage. -No doubt it really was 
the Son of God. Ct. Ex. xxiii. 20.; Jos. v. 14; 
Is. Ixiii. g, &c., &c. 

26. Came near to the mouth of the burning fiery 
furnace. That is, to the door in the side. Ye 
servants of the most high God. He acknowledged 
that their God was greater than his Babylonian 
deities. 

27. The princes, governors, &c. The most au- 
gust and influential assembly that could have been 
gathered in this world-capital witnessed the 
mighty deliverance wrought by the God of the 
Hebrews. Thus did Jehovah indicate His power 
to the very king who probably thought that in 
destroying Jerusalem he had triumphed over the 
God of Judah. Thus God showed that He could 
let His own chosen city perish on account of sin 
clung to and persisted in, but would descend from 
heaven Himself to deliver three lonely captives 
who dared to trust in Him and to do right. 

28. Delivered his servants that trusted in him. 
Ps. xxxiv. 7, 8; Jer. xvii. 7; Dan. vi. 22, 23. And 
have changed the king’s word. To Nebuchadnezzar 
this was as great a miracle asany. It is to be ob- 
served that the decree which follows does not 
at all command the worship of Jehovah, it simply 


threatens with punishment those who calumniate 
Him, 































PRACTICAL THOUGHTS. 

1. One with God is a majority. 

2. These three men by their faithfulness in their 
youth were prepared to withstand the greater temp- 
tations of a later period, and thus to exert a wider 
influence for good. 

3. We arealways trying to test God’s worship by 
our own human ideas. Hence our faith often 
wavers. 

4. Perfect faithfulness will produce perfect faith. 

5. God does not always save His children from 
their troubles. Sometimes He chooses rather to 
save them z# their troubles. 

6. Trials and dangers are no excuse for doing 
wrong, or for refusing to live the Christian life. 
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MisTAKEN ADVICE ABOUT ORCHARDS.—An arti- 
cle in some of the journals, credited to the New 
York Times, asserts that ‘‘ cultivating orchards is 
a grand mistake,’’ and then goes on to say that 
‘two crops cannot be grown on the same ground 
at the same time ;”’ and that orchards ‘‘are starved 
to death by growing grain crops among the trees.” 
The writer then admits that clover may be grown 
if pastured or left to cover the ground for top 
dressing, and adds that ‘‘the roots of the trees 
extend under the ground as far as the limbs extend 
above, and that the ground should be wholly given 
up to them.’’ We quote this advice in order to 
correct some common errors in practice; and to 
show kindly some of the self-contradictions of this 
writer. He tells us that cultivation is a grand 
mistake, and that the ground should be wholly 
given up to the roots of the trees; but he does not 
explain how the growth of weeds and grass is to be 
prevented from robbing the roots below, without 
cultivation at the surface. The soil will not keep 
bare and clear of its own accord, but if two crops 
must not be allowed to grow on the same ground, 
the only way to keep it bare is by artificial means. 
He admits that clover may be grown, although the 
roots of this plant are remarkable for running to 
a great depth and among the roots of the trees, 
and the two crops, clover and trees, must occupy 
the same ground at the same time. 

He properly objects to growing grain crops in 
orchards, a practice which is rarely adopted by any 
intelligent orchardist, unless the soil is unusually 
rich and the trees very luxuriant in growth. But 
the chief error fallen into is, in making a general 
and inflexible rule from partial observations. In 
some localities, the soil is rich enough to allow 
seeding the orchard to grass; while in others, with 
amore sterile soil, clean surface culture is indis- 
pensable. Sowed grain crops nearly always check 
the growth of trees; but hoed crops, such as 
Indian corn, especially if manured and well culti- 
vated, are beneficial. Grass as a meadow, like 
sowed grain is detrimental; but grazed short by 
sheep and top-dressed with manure, the treatment 
is very useful. Judgment and discretion must be 
used and the treatment varied with soil, age of 
trees, amount of manuring and various external 
conditions. Where manure cannot be had in 
sufficient quantity a temporary growth of clover 
or of rye may be tolerated long enough to furnish 
a heavy growth for plowing under as green manure, 
the beneficial effect of which has proved much 
greater than the temporary check caused by the 
growing of the crop. 

We have had occasion repeatedly to correct the 
old error that the roots of a tree extend no further 
than the branches above, while, as a general rule, 
established by many observations, they always ex- 
tend quite as far on each side as the entire height 
of the tree, and often, and especially of orchard 
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trees, toa much greater distance, making the area 
covered by them several times greater than the 
mere spread of the branches.— Cultivator. 


SKILLFUL CULTIVATION should be the aim of every 
one who raises plants and crops. To make garden- 
ing and farming profitable, it is necessary to have 
something in return for every stroke that is made, 
and for every dollar invested. Even when only a 
few house plants are cared for, we expect to see 
growth and bloom in repay for our care, if not, our 
interest in them would soon be lost. We devote 
an acre of land to a certain crop; it costs for the 
season the interest fora year on the investment 
made for it, beside the expense of preparation, 
manuring, cultivating, harvesting, marketing, &c. 
Our crop is but half what it might be, or what good 
cultivation has proved might be obtained. The time 
and expense of preparation, of sowing and of cul- 
tivation have been as much as for a full crop, and 
the cost of harvesting and other expenses but little 
less; but a part of the land was too wet, and the 
planting could not be done early, as it should have 
been, and on the same account the manure that 
was applied, though there was not half enough of 
that, could only produce partial effects, and so, 
from these combined causes, we get back for our 
season’s work, perhaps, the expenses and a little 
more. ‘The interest and expenses were fifty dol- 
lars on the acre, and our returns, all told, amount- 
ed to sixty dollars, giving a profit of ten dollars. 
At this rate per acre on the whole place, with what 
it produces for the table beside, with great economy, 
one may, perhaps, live along for a while, and the 
land is growing poorer, and the value of the first 
investment is lowered—the place is running down. 
But at a little more expense in preparation, per- 
haps ten dollars on the acre, enough to ensure the 
best result, making the whole sixty instead of fifty 
dollars, as before, and the crop is twice as great, 
and perhaps farther enhanced in value by its superior 
quality. All of this excess, then, is profit—sixty 
dollars, or more, instead of ten—an amount that 
makes prosperity and success, instead of failure.— 
Vick's Magazine. 


oe 


AN ADVANCE IN FISH CULTURE.—Science says: 
Heretofore, in planting salmon, it has been customary 
to place the little fish in the streams and allow them 
to care for themselves, but the new idea of placing 
them in protected preserves, where they can be cared 
for by the people living near at hand, and their growth 
to the proper size assured, will, no doubt, revolutionize 
salmon culture, 

A similar experiment has lately been made at the 
station of the U. S. Fish Commission at Wytheville, 
Va., where 30,000 California trout have been confined 
until they have become vigorous fish of half a foot in 
length. They will be used, instead of helpless fry 
just freed from the yolk sac, in stocking the Atlantic 
Slope with this fine species. 

The conclusion: of the Clendon Brook experiment 
will be eagerly looked for, not only by anglers and 
economists, but by zodlogists generally, to whom the 
extension of the actual habitat of a large river fish, 
some three degrees to the southward, will be a matter 
of considerable interest. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


NEW YORK BIBLE SCHOOL AND MISSIONARY BOARD. 


The needs of the colored people of North Carolina 
and Virginia continue their strong hold upon our 
hearts, and though the question sometimes comes up 
in the Mission Board meetings whether a concentra- 
tion of its work upon one or two Normal Schools 
would not be advisable, yet thus far we have not felt 
released from the oversight and support of some small 
country schools in Randolph and Guilford Counties 
in North Carolina, and at one or two isolated stations 
in Virginia. 

From a budget of letters of our teachers in these 
schools the following graphic account, written by an 
experienced and devoted worker, is taken. It gives 
us a glimpse into some interiors, and shows how much 
these poor creatures still need wise Christian counsel 
and instruction, We feel renewedly the conviction 
that they are our wards, placed by our Heavenly 
Father especially under our care, and though more 
than a score of years have passed since this charge was 
in His providence committed to Frienas, and much 
labor has been bestowed upon this Southern field, still 
we cannot feel that the obligation is withdrawn or the 
duty discharged. The teacher's recital is as follows: 


Sunpay, Dec. 6th, 1885. 

Very cold. Wentto Sunday-school. I took a class 
of adults, three young men who could read and three 
old men who could not. These listened with attention. 
After school I had a talk with the older persons 
present in regard to awakening a deeper interest in 
parents and children in the Sunday-school. Each 
agreed to do something by visiting and talking on the 
subject during the week. Then I left for home, going 
round through a colored settlement to begin at once 
my part of the visiting, as I get no time on week days, 

The first habitation I came to was a log cabin of 
one room, fire place in one end, a handful of fire in it. 
Hovering over this were a middle-aged woman, three 
grown-up girls, four little children (illegitimate chil- 
dren of the oldest daughter), all dirty and ragged in 
the extreme. Two miserable beds, a pine table, some 
old chairs, were the principal furniture. I sat awhile 
and spoke to them of the Sabbath-school and church. 
The woman said she “didn’t know anything and 
couldn't learn, but she told the young ones to get up 
and go to the school, but they wouldn't.” One of the 
girls promised to come the next Sabbath. 

As I started to -eome-out I met eight young men 
sauntering to the door; they made as if they were 
going on when they saw me, I stopped and spoke to 
all; they promised to come to the Sabbath-school 
hereafter. A few steps farther on I met one of their 
would-be preachers, who said he didn’t feel that it 
would do him any good, but it might others; he didn’t 
keep others from attending if they wantedto, He 
promised, however, to come. 

The next cabin had no window, but great cracks in 
roof, walls and floor let in light and air, Furniture 
about as in the first cabin (if anything less of it and 
not sogood), A man sat on a rough beneh before the 
fire asleep ; his wife and three other women and three 
small children stood round, and five little boys played 
by the door, all dirty and ragged as were those in the 
first cabin. 

The third cabin was worse than either of the first. 
A woman and eight children stood or crouched round 
a r fire. They complained bitterly of not being 
able to get clothes to go to Sabbath-school and church. 
One of the larger girls was trying to dress up (I sup- 


pose for company or going out). She put on a pink 
calico dress, an old scarlet basque, fine shoes, no 
shawl ; an old black hat with dilapidated feather lay 
on the bed. 

Fourth cabin. There was a fence round the house, 
with a gate, and well inside. The cabin had two 
rooms, A man and his wife, somewhat in years, three 
children, six small grandchildren. Three of the chil- 
dren were cleanly, though poorly dressed, and had 
been to Sabbath school that morning. The mother 
and grown-up daughter had the “mop stick” in their 
mouths, and declared they could not live without to- 
bacco. They said they intended that the children 
should come to Sabbath-school. 

The fifth was a new frame house, one small room; 
a man lived alone, clean and comfortable. Half a 
dozen young men and women sat by the fire laughing, 
smoking and dipping snuff. One of the girls said she 
didn’t want to go to the Sabbath-school; the other 
two promised to come. 

The sixth cabin stood in a little orchard, hada 
garden in front, with flowers and vegetables (in the 
season for those things), a well, an out-house, fence 
and gate. A youngish couple live here, and own the 
place. The man had been laid aside from work by 
an accident to one of his legs; his wife had supported 
him, herself and two children by washing. Theirs is 
the most comfortable dwelling occupied by colored 
people in the place. Everything was clean. The 
woman said her children had not clothes to come to 
Sabbath-school, but as soon as she could fix them, she 
would send them. 

Seventh cabin like the first. Men and women dirty, 
sitting or standing round, enjoying their tobacco. One 
woman said she never missed going to church; an- 
other said, ‘“ It I could dress like you I would go.” 

The eighth cabin was more open and comfortless 
than any of the preceding, unfit tor a human being to 
stay in, no chimney, fire in a hole at one side, smoke 
all in the room, which was open by cracks on all 
sides, but a man, his wife and large family of children 
had no other place to live in. 

Ninth —came to a frame cabin, in front of which 
ten young men were smoking, talking and swearing. 

Tenth cabin was clean, but very open. A man, his 
wife and two grown-up girls and three smaller chil- 
dren ; said they hadn’t clothes to go to Sabbath-school. 

Eleventh cabin for discomfort exceeded all the 
others. It belonged to the man alluded to asa 
“would-be preacher.” His wife, mother and five 
children were trying to keep warm, The women had 
the “ mop-sticks ” in their mouths. 

Dipping snuff is a mode of using tobacco new to 
me, and I asked this woman some questions about it, 
which she answered pleasantly, She and her husband 
and mother all use it. She said she “couldn't live 
without it, that a bale didn’t last her long.” I asked 
what a “bale” was, and she showed me a little bag, 
two inches long, 1% inches wide, cost five cents, She 
(herself alone) uses four and five bales per week, yet 
her children could not come to Sabbath-school for 
want of clothes. 

Twelfth cabin more comfortable than the last. Five 
men and as many women sat or stood round a good 
fire. The woman of the house was making a pie, and 
things looked as if they were going to have some re- 
freshment more than tobacco, though there was the 
usual accompaniment of pipes and mop-sticks, The 
woman said she didn’t go to church, ‘she had no shawl, 
and it was too rough a day to send children out so 
thinly clad as hers were. 

By this time the afternoon was nearly gone, and I 
felt tired and hungry, having taught in the forenoon, 
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and eaten nothing since early in the morning. I had 
‘talked with upwards of sixty grown people on To- 
bacco, Temperance, day and Sabbath-school, and on 
keeping the Sabbath day, etc. 

Many of the grown-up people were off visiting ; 
how much they indulged in whisky drinking the night 
before I have no means of knowing. One of the men 
in ‘my class said to me: “ Our people drink a good 
deal, and I am sorry to say it; the women love it as 
well as the men.” Evidences of licentiousness met 
me on every hand, Fights and brawls were of fre- 
quent occurrence among the younger men, 

My school children are what might be expected, 
coming from such homes, .... As itisGod’s work, 
I have but simply to do my duty, trusting in Him. 


This picture is a sad one, and we fear that the con- 
dition of things here delineated is not exceptional 
though letters from other localities give more cheerful 
views. 

We cordially invite contributions in aid of this and 
the other departments of our work, in Mexico, among 
the Indians, or in home missions, to be sent to our 
Treasurer, ROBERT W. LAWRENCE, 

No. 173 East 116th St., New York. 

Taken from letters by request of 

ROBERT M. FERRIS, 
Chairman B. S, and M. Board, 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 


First mo, rath, 1886. 


FROM THE INDIAN TERRITORY. 
SuHawnaperown, Inv. Ter., First mo. roth, 1886. 
On New Year’s Eve Dr. Kirk was taken sick, and 
has not been able to be out since. Two days before 


he had purchased a team, and we were arranging to 


visit the Kickapoos as they came in from their autumn 
hunt. He improved after three days so as to be up, 
but yesterday morning was attacked with sciatica, 
since which time there has been little cessation of suf- 
fering, pain most excruciating at times, We have 
kind friends. here who do all they can to help us, but 
we miss good medical aid. I am doing all I can, 
trusting God will bless our efforts and give relief soon. 

We have had several days of extremely cold 
weather, something we had not looked for in this cli- 
mate. Meetings have been held as usual, except the 
evening meeting, when it was too very cold and 
stormy to be out. 

At our last Monthly Meeting a Cherokee, who is 
married and adopted into the Shawnee tribe, requested 
for membership, making profession of repentance and 
of faith in Christ for remission of sins, We trust his 
influence may be another help in bringing the gospel 
to the dear Indians about us. Pray for us. 

Respectfully, thy friend, RACHEL KIRK. 


FRIENDS’ MISSION IN JAPAN, 


Editor of Friends’ Review :—In your recent editor- 
ial on the adaptation of Friends’ principles to foreign 
missions, you alluded to a testimony of my country- 
man (possibly myself). To avoid a misapprehension, it 
seemed good to make a few explanations relating 
thereto, 

To me, not asa Japanese, but as a Christian, the 
Friends’ non-sacramental mode of worship seems the 
nearest approach to an ideal church, and therefore the 
most rational, or better to say, the most spiritual way 
of divine service. Unless, however, one is brought up 
to that level of devotion where he can enjoy silent 
worship, to him it is a failure, For, it is not the silence 
that is important, but the use we make of it. A deaf 
man to whom the whole universe is as silent as death, 
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is not always the most devout. A Swiss inscription 
says, “Speech is silvern, Silence is golden.” It is 
golden only to such as can appreciate its worth, while 
to others it may prove “ a Devil’s workshop.” On the 
other hand, ritualistic observances may be of great 
help to men of peculiar temperament, which tempera- 
ment is not always to be blamed. 

For myself, I look upon all “ ordinances” as super- 
fluous, as far as the sa/vation of souls is concerned, 
and I think, too, that even in conversion, they are not 
of any permanent use; tor a man who Js converted at 
the sight of a ceremony which happens to strike his 
fancy, is likely to be de-converted (Is there any such 
word in English vocabulary ?) at the sight of a similar 
trifle. Like an old fabled statue, everything has its 
two sides—brass and silver. Simplicity and formality 
have theirs, It is only when men of a certain tem- 
perament are drawn to a certain feature of an institu- 
tion or usage that they adopt it. The success of 
Friends’ mission in foreign lands depends, in the same 
way, upon a certain part of their population being 
drawn to the favorable side of their way of worship 
and of their views. Of course, everything ultimately 
depends upon the will of the One above who 


“ Sways the harmonious mystery of the world.” 


But as far as we can see, we must see how triumph is 
won and so regulate conduct as to win it. 

The particular practical case I have in view in 
writing this letter to you, is the probability (and under 
God the certainty) of Friends’ missionary success in 
Japan, I do not wish, however, to give an impression 
that Quakerism is ¢he denomination for the country, 
Roman and Greek Catholics claim that their cere- 
monious worship is peculiarly attractive to our people. 
And they are partly right. Yet, what a difference be- 
tween Quakers and Jesuits! Let meexplain: Ina 
nation where idolatrous Buddhism has held unrivaled 
sway for thirteen centuries, it is but natural to find a 
large body to whom a religion without rituais appears 
weary, stale, flat and unprofitable. To such,—and 
such a class embraces a large part of the population 
in the lower strata of society and intelligence—a sym- 
bolic Christianity (better still, symbols without Chris- 
tianity) with its mass, incense-burners, tinkling bells, 
sacred water, reverence for the dead, &c., &c., is wel- 
come. As far as the outward forms are concerned, 
there is but one step from Buddhism to Romanism. 
India and Rome are not. after all very far. If Alex- 
ander tailed to unite them underhis empire, supersti- 
tion stronger than Ammon’s child had done the work. 
« But,” you ask, ‘‘ can accidental similarities in form 
bridge over the essential gap in doctrine?” An anec- 
dote answers this question. A missionary was once 
preaching to a rustic audience. Among them he no- 
ticed an old woman, who was apparently much affected, 
for she was seen in tears. Said the missionary, who was 
accutomed to such sights, “ Those are the tears neither 
of Christian repentance nor of Christian joy. Those 
are the drops which her eyelids habitually let loose 
when her ears catch a homiletical tone.” Now, to 
such a class, Friends cannot successfully make an im- 
mediate appeal. There is, however, quite an opposite 
sort of seekers, forming a large and important class, 
consisting (1) of such as have never believed in Budd- 
hism or in any other isms, and (2) of such as are 
creatures of reaction from the ritualistic formalities of 
those isms they are acquainted with, and (3) of such 
as are bewildered at the diversity of Christian bodies 
represented in the country. The first represents irre- 
ligion, the second anti-ritualism, the third spiritual 
longing, It is among these kinds of the native popu- 
lation that the Friends views will prove most accept- 
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able. Let it be understood that this class comprises 
the most influential part of the population by whom 
public opinion is guided and the future of the nation 


moulded. INAzo OTA, 
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, First mo. 11th, 1886, 


WHITE'S IOWA MANUAL LABOR INSTITUTE. 


Deeming that an additional statement to the report 
of the Trustees of White’s Iowa Manual Labor Insti- 
tute, made to lowa Yearly Meeting last fall, is due to 
the Friends of the Institution, we take this means of 
saying that the report should have contained an ac- 
count of the legacy left the Institute by Hannah W. 
Richardson, of Philadelphia, but which did not appear 
on account of the failure of a statement prepared by the 
President to reach the Secretary in time to become a 
part of his report. 

The legacy was left conditional to “ the school being 
in successful operation” at a specified time, and we 
had to defend our right to it against the claim of the 
‘« Institute for Colored Youth ” in Philadelphia as the 
rightful legatee if we failed to meet the conditions. 
The case was tried in the “ Orphans’ Court of the city 
of Philadelphia.” 

We succeeded in establishing our right to the legacy, 
which is placed in trust with “ The Providence Life 
and Trust Company of Philadelphia,” according to 
whose statement at the time of the decision of the 
Court, the securities in their hands were valued as 
follows: 


110 shares of the Lehigh Coal & Nav. Co. 

10oo0)6=—h **_—s Crane Iron Co. stock 

We received in Fifth mo. last revenue on 
SVS ..c00 Scehee MKowea dad abe cee rope 

Less Court charges and lawyer fees 


$3650.00 
2500.00 


Net revenue to date 


We have recently received $293.00. We desire in 
this connection to express our grateful appreciation of 
this kind remembrance and good-will accorded to the 
Institute by its late warm-hearted friend, Hannah W. 
Richardson. We also feel like calling attention to a 
criticism in the report of the “ Associated Executive 
Committee” in reference to the management of the 
Institute. They suggest “that it is very desirable 
that this school should have the benefit of all the 
property belonging to the Institution.” We fail to see 
exactly what they comment by that expression, 

We do not think they intended to charge the Trustees 
with applying the funds for other purposes than the 
benefit of the Institution; and, we apprehend, had 
they been properly informed they would not have 
placed such a criticism in their report. 

We trust the committee will find it to be consistent 
with their duty to visit this Institution, as well as the 
one in Indiana, and become personally conversant 
with its workings, its needs and abilities, and thus be 
able to give the Trustees intelligent ‘advice, which we 
feel to be much needed, and believe would be appre- 
ciated, A TRUSTEE. 





A MAN that has his head and his heart taken up 
with worldly concerns, can no more love God with 
all his soul and with all his strength, than a man 
with his eyes upon the ground can be looking to- 
wards heaven with all the strength of his sight. 


HE that sees ever so accurately into the motives 
of other people’s actions, may possibly be, in a 
great measure, ignorant of his own. 
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Extract from a Circular. 


WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL, (PENNA, 


Since the descriptive pamphlet, with its accompany. 
ing plans for the “ proposed new building,” was issued, 
it is gratifying to be able to state that the appeal then 
made for the needed funds, was met with so liberal a 
response as to justify the committee in contracting for 
the erection of the Central Building and Eastern Wing, 
The work upon this is now well advanced, with a rea- 
sonable prospect of the greater part being under cover 
before inclement weather shall set in, the contractor 
having also agreed to have this much of the building 
ready for use by the Eighth Month next.’ 

Although the main features of the plans, as shown 
in the late pamphlet, were adhered to in carrying out 
the work, several moditications have since been intro. 
duced, which upon further consideration, it was be- 
lieved would be advantageous. Among these may be 
noted the contraction in the dimensions of the Library, 
and the western parts of the Central Building, which 
seemed to be unnecessarily extended. 

On the other hand, some addition has been made to 
the two wings, thus making the length of the whole 
building, when completed, about forty feet more. The 
width of the corridors, throughout their entire length, 
will be ten feet, instead of eight feet, as originally 
planned. 

In the roof of each wing, large skylights are so 
placed above the corridors, as to afford additional ven- 
tilation and light for each story. 

Some of these changes, as well as several others of 
less importance, will, it is believed, add materially to 
the healthfulness and comfort of the household, or aid 
in the efficient management of the Institution. 

Although nearly $200,000 has been already con- 
tributed, the committee are desirous of raising an ad- 
ditional sum of not less than $75,000, in order to carry 
to a satisfactory completion the work so well begun, 
and now so far advanced. It is to be remembered 
that the cost of properly furnishing the various depart- 
ments, the needful grading, with other incidental 
but necessary expenses, will be considerable, and 
must be taken into account in estimating the total 
outlay. 

The following are some members of the General 
Committee appointed to receive subscriptions, viz : 

John W. Biddle, No. 220 South Fourth Street, Phila- 
delphia; Samuel Morris, Olney P. O., Philadelphia; 
George M. Comfort, Fallsington, Pa.; Wm. P. Town- 
send, West Chester, Pa.; Anna V. Edge, Downing- 
town, Pa.; Caleb Hoopes, Toughkenamon, Chester 
county, Pa.; John Bishop, Columbus, N, J.; Edward 
Sharpless, Medford, N. J.; Geo. Abbott, Salem, N. J. 


HOW JOHN ELIOT CUT THE KNOT. 


John Eliot, known as the Apostle to the Indians, 
was one of the best of men. When he was ap- 
pointed minister of the Roxbury church, in 1632, 
no one cared for the wretched Indians living in the 
colony. 

Eliot learned their language that he might preach 
the gospel to them. He translated the Bible for 
them and taught them to read it. His zeal made 
him indifferent to danger and fatigue. Such was 
bis dislike to wigs and tobacco, that he would turn 
aside to preach against hairless heads being covered 
with foreign hair, and Christian mouths emitting 
volumes of smoke. He was so radical that one of 
his books, a work on civil government, was con- 
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demned for its seditious principles. Yet he was so 
charitable that his friends had to resort to devices 
to prevent him from giving everything away. 

The parish treasurer once paid him his salary. 
Knowing his passion, the wise man of business put 
the coin into a handkerchief, which he tied into a 
dozen hard knots. 

On his way home the good pastor called to see a 

r, sick woman. 

‘¢ God has sent you a relief,’’ he said, as he tried 
to undo one of the knots. But the treasurer had done 
his work well, and Eliot’s aged fingers could not 
extract the smallest coin. He thus cut the knots: 

‘« Here, my dear,”’ he said to the woman, hand- 
ing her the handkerchief, ‘‘take it; the Lord de- 
signs it all for you.” 

No wonder Cotton Mather said of him: 

‘‘He that would write of Eliot must write of 
charity, or say nothing.’’—Se/ected. 


*' Hap worldly mirth, and the noisy joys of splen- 
dor and equipage been any part of the happiness of 
Christians, our Saviour had never said, ‘‘ Blessed 
are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.” 


“*UNTO ME.” 


BY SARA J. DUNCAN. 


When the branches crack and glisten 
And the bells ring out and listen, 
Wheeling out of Christmas snow— 
Out of skies of long ago— 

Many thought-birds come and sing 
Sweeter than their friends of spring. 


You can find them if you search, 
And they’re apt to fly in church, 
Once I caught one as it flew 
Hopping round from pew to pew, 
And it sang, at my desire, 

Rather better than the choir, 


Oh, the song was clearer, higher, 
Than the most expensive choir ! 
And the sense did chime far sweeter 
Than all rhyme in any metre; 

But the burden ot its singing 

While the Christmas bells were ringing 
Was just this: that Christ on earth, 
On the night of His glad birth, 

Lies in many a little cot 

That the stars have quite forgot, 
Stretches out a quivering hand 
Where the city outcasts stand, 


Knowing hunger, knowing cold, 
Naked, sick, and poor and old ;— 
Still is with us in such guise 

As we'll know in Paradise, 


“Ye have done it unto me.” 
That white snow-flake charity, 
Crystaled tear that love sets free, 
Dropped on rags of beggary 
Falls upon Divinity. 


Ah, the ministry is sweet 
When it kneeleth at His teet! —S, S. Times. 


WHEN TIME SHALL BE NO MORE. 


BY AMELIA E, BARR, 


When Time shall be no more, when God shall make 
A new earth, and the old one pass away, 

Shall we be satisfied when we awake 
And miss the stars, the sun, the shadowy day? 


If we keep memories of some happy spot, 
Of some sad “ sacred way” of bitter tears, 
If our earth-home in Heaven be unforgot, 
How shall we miss it through eternal years? 


The forest glades, with their green, tempered light, 
The old, gray sea, the fresh wind’s winnowing wings, 
Green-sandaled mountains, with their peaks snow 
white— 
Shall we forget these in Heaven's fairer things? 


Old Earth! Dear Earth! fair are thy hills and meads, 
Trod by sweet ransomed spirits, good and true, 
Linked with innumerable noble deeds— 
Shall we forget thee when God makes the New? 


Bought with so great a price of Love Divine, 
Hallowed with human toil and grief and tears; 

We, who have drunk thy sweet and bitter wine, 
Must surely love thee through eternal years! 


For, though the New Earth be more fair and good, 
Old Earth! Dear Earth! each soul will keep some 
spot, 
Some hearth or temple, some sweet lane or wood, 
Through everlasting ages, unforgot. 
Cornwall-on- Hudson. —Independent. 


BE PATIENT WITH THE LIVING. 


Sweet friend, when thou and I art gone 
Beyond earth's weary labor, 

When small shall be our need of grace 
From comrade or from neighbor ; 

Passed all the strife, the toil, the care, 
And done with all the sighing— 

What tender truth shall we have gained, 
Alas! by simply dying ! 


Then lips too chary of their praise 
Will tell our merits over, 

And eyes too swift our faults to see, 
Shall no defect discover ; 

Then hands that would not lift a stone 
Where stones were thick to cumber 
Our steep hill path, will scatter flowers 

Above our pillowed slumber. 


Sweet friend, perchance both thou and I, 
Ere love is past forgiving, 

Should take the earnest lesson home— 
Be patient with the living! 

To-day’s repressed rebuke may save 
Our blinding tears to-morrow ; 

Then patience, e’en when keenest edge 
May whet a nameless sorrow. 


’Tis easy to be gentle when 
Death’s silence shames our clamor, 
And easy to discern the best 
Through memory’s mystic glamour ; 
But wise it were for thee and me, 
Ere love is past forgiving, 
To take the tender lesson home— 
Be patient with the living! —Good Cheer. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 

GREAT BRITAIN.—Parliament opened on the 21st 
inst. The weather was inauspicious for the reappear- 
ance of the Queen in public. Large crowds lined the 
streets through which the Royal procession passed, 
and Her Majesty was greeted with hearty cheers. 

The vaults of the Parliamentary buildings were 
carefully inspected before the arrival of the Queen at 
the House of Lords, as a precautionary measure 
against the perpetration of any outrage. 

Lord Halsbury, the Lord Chancellor, read the 
Queen’s speech. After referring to Afghanistan, Rou- 
melia, King Theebaw, the Caroline Islands, the French 
in Newfoundland, international copyright, the con- 
dition of trade and agriculture, &c., Ireland was taken 
up, the one all-important topic. In reference to it, the 
speech says, in substance, that although in some re- 
spects there are favorable indications of progress to- 
ward order in that country, yet at present Ireland is 
disturbed by an increasing tendency to resort to un- 
lawful practices and a disposition to set the law at 
naught. The Government, therefore, recognizes its 
duty to take energetic steps to enforce law, in order to 
provide security for life and property, and to maintain 
in its fullest meaning the integrity of the union, and 
measures necessary to secure these ends will be sub- 
mitted to Parliament, 

O'Brien's amendment in the House of Commons to 
the address in reply to the Queen's speech recites tnat 
“the depression in agriculture inflicts grievous hard- 
ships upon the tenant farmers, who form the bulk of 
the people of Ireland, and, being destitute of capital, 
they are unable to obtain credit. Owing to a suc- 


cession of bad seasons, they are reduced to a helpless 
condition, and are unable to pay full rents. Their 
hardship is aggravated by an inconsiderate use of 
legal power by the land owners in enforcing evictions 


and refusing the abatement required by the present 
state of affairs, This House, therefore, with the view 
of insuring respect for law and order, should consider 
.as soon as possible measures by which the Irish Courts 
will be enabled to stay evictions and arrange a settle- 
ment between tenants and landlords,” 

The tunnel under the Mersey connecting Liverpool 
and Birkenhead was formally opened on the 2oth, 
by the Prince of Wales and his two sons, Princes Al- 
bert and George. Notwithstanding the inclemency of 
the weather, a heavy fog prevailing and snow falling, 
there were large crowds present, both at Birkenhead 
and Liverpool. At the central station at Birkenhead 
His Royal Highness was presented with an address by 
the inhabitants of that city. The Mersey Tunnel Rail- 
way Company had provided accommodations for a 
great number of persons within the station, and the 
entire space was filled with prominent people. 

GERMANY.—The Reichstag has adopted a resolu- 
tion introduced by Herr Windthorst, declaring that the 
expulsion of Poles from Prussian territory was unjusti- 
fiable, and incompatible with the interests of German 
subjects, The Conservatives and National Liberals 
opposed the resolution. None of the Ministers were 
present when it was adopted. 

The North German Gazette is unstinted in its praises 
of the Pope's successful mediation in the Carolines 
dispute betwee n Germany and Spain, and says that 
nobody else would have been able to succeed in bring- 
ing about a peaceful settlement of the question, 

DomEsTic.—On the Igth, the President signed the 
bill providing for the performance of the duties of the 
Presidential office in case of the removal, death or 
inability of the President and Vice President. 

He received the members of the Dakota delegation 
who’ presented the claims of their Territory for admis- 


sion into the Union of States. The President said “ the 

uestion should be impartially considered from a ju. 
dicial standpoint of right and justice, without regard 
solely toits partisan aspects. He would give the mat. 
ter careful consideration and would do what he thought 
right in the premises.” 

The House Committee on Foreign Affairs inform. 
ally discussed the fisheries question, The general sen. 
timent of the committee “ appeared adverse to a con- 
sideration of the fisheries alone, but rather in favor of 
so broadening the subject as to include a careful in. 
quiry into the existing relations between this country 
and Canada,” 

On the 21st, the Senate confirmed Lambert Tree to 
be Minister to Belgium; Charles D. Jacob, Minister 
to Colombia, and Edward H. Strobel, Secretary of 
Legation at Madrid. 

Sixty of the leading business firms of New York 
City sent a communication to Senator Evarts, asking 
him to use his influence in the Senate for the suspen- 
sion of silver coinage, 

The glass workers’ representatives now in Pittsburg 
are trying to effect a union of the Window Glass 
Workers, Flint Glass Workers and Green Bottle Blow- 
ers’ Unions, and reached an agreement upon the gen- 
eral principles for such a combination, It has been 
decided that all three unions shall join the Knights of 
Labor; that an Executive Board, consisting of fifteen 
members representing the three branches, shall be 
formed ; that each branch shall have the same voting 
power, and that a general strike fund shall be estab- 
lished. All this is to be managed by the new Amal- 
gamated Society independent of the Knights of Labor, 
“The Executive Board shall have power to veto any 
strike which they deem inopportune or unreasonable, 
Levies shall be made among members to raise strike 
funds, which shall only be used to assist workmen in 
conflicts authorized by the Board of Managers.” 

The Executive Committee of the Irish National 
League of America held two sessions in Chicago on 
the 2oth inst. A letter was read from Parnell, thank- 
ing the League for the valuable assistance given by 
it, and saying: ‘“ Had it not been for the prompt and 
most timely assistance which reached us almost daily 
from America during the progress of the election cam- 
paign, 1 fear many of our nominations must have 
fallen through for want of funds. The continued 
growth of the movement throughout the Union and 
Canada affords us all on this side the greatest possible 
encouragement, and we feel assured that nothing will 
be left undone by America ‘to enable us speedily and 
surely to win the legislative independence of Ireland,” 
The Treasurer reported that since the Boston Conven- 
tion $90,000 had been sent to Ireland, and there was 
sufficient in hand to make the amount $100,000, Dur- 
ing the meeting John Fitzgerald, of Nebraska, present- 
oz $2400, raised in the city of Lincoln; $580 was pre- 
sented by John F. Armstrong, of Augusta, Georgia, 
and a telegram was received from Omaha stating that 
$1000 had been forwarded that day. 

Another cold wave, more severe than its recent pre- 
decessor, has appéared in the Northwest, accompanied 
by a snow blizzard. Temperatures are reported far 
below zero from Manitoba to the Upper Lake Region, 
the markings ranging from 12 below at Chicago, to 
minima of 26 below in Iowa, 35 below in Minnesota, 
40 below in Dakota and 49 below in Manitoba. 

A mass meeting of the Prohibitionists of Iowa was 
held in Des Moines on the 21st. More than 500 dele- 

ates were present. Addresses were delivered by 
Govensie Larabee, J. Ellen Foster and others, and it 
was decided to raise a fund of $50,000 to aid in en 
forcing prohibitory law. 





